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PLANT GROUP REPORT 


... Joe Hubbard 


The box/ironbark region of Victoria is 
found north of the Great Dividing 
Range and stretches from Ararat in 
a broad but narrowing band to 
Wangaratta. 


What was а significant and 
magnificent area of wilderness of 
about 1 million hectares has been 
reduced to a still threatened 250,000 
hectares. This situation is made 
worse when you consider that much 
of this remaining forest is isolated 
and fragmented and very little of it is 
protected adequately by state or 
national park. 


Chiltern State Park (4,250ha), 34 km 
north of Wangaratta, "protects 
several historic sites associated with 
early mining history in the district 
and has high nature conservation 
values. The box/ironbark forest is 
the only remnant in north-east 
Victoria of this once widespread 
type. Mammals and birds, including 
some rare species, are richly diverse 
and the area is renowned for its 
spring display". Dept. of Natural 
Resources and Environment. 


This reads like a requiem for the 
lost forests! Well, what has 
brought all this on? ` 


The Plant Group at its June 


some new faces, spent a 
profitable, enjoyable and 
sometimes garrulous evening, 
identifying some plant specimens 
from the box/ironbark forests. 


From reports received from 
participants in the Club's recent 
campout in this area, these forests 
are essential viewing, especially 
during the flowering of the ironbarks 
in springtime. Anytime really! 

О 


PLANT GROUP MEETING 
... Dick Southcombe 


Myrtle Beech and Ferns are listed 
for study at our July 8 meeting. 


In view of our introduction to the 
Snow Berry Gaultheria hispida by 
David Cameron at our recent 
Otways excursion, this and other 
rainforest plants will no doubt also 
receive attention. Come well 
prepared with your own and public 
library references. 

0 


A GEELONG NATURE 
GUIDE 


The second edition is now 
available for members to pass on 
to visitors who have an interest in 
the ‘natural scene’ and want to 


know ‘the good spot’. If members. 


are able to deliver copies to their 
local library/information centre etc 
and keep an eye on stock, please 
see Ray Baverstock tonight? 


This edition has been funded by a 
grant from the Surf Coast Shire; 
we appreciate their grant and 
thank them sincerely. Thanks 
should be conveyed to council via 
Janette Spittle. 

О 


Special General Meeting... 


For more details see page 13. 


An Apology... 


We regret that in the June issue of 
‘Geelong Naturalist’ the Group 
Convener of the Biodiversity 
Group was incorrectly named. 


This position is held by Les 
Barrow who, like the other 
conveners, is pleased to answer 
your queries regarding any 
aspects of the groups. 
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EXCURSION NOTICE 


... Barry Lingham 


Timboon Bushland 
Sunday July 20. 


You may not know it, but as a 
member of the GFNC, you are also 
a part owner of 71 acres of bushland 
near Timboon. This land is one of 
the few remaining patches of bush 
left after the clearing of most of this 
area for dairy farming. The block 
was privately owned, but was 
purchased by the Trust for Nature 
and will be resold to purchasers of 


. Shares in a cooperative. The GFNC 


purchased shares in the block. 
Some $43,000 has been raised 
leaving only $17,000 more to find. 


This bushland contains a mixture of 
forest types from Manna 
Gum/Swamp Gum habitat in the 
wetter gullies to Messmate forest in 
the hill tops. Rufous Bristlebirds, 
Long-nosed Bandicoots and some 
eight species of ferns have been 
noted at this site. 


We will spend about two hours at this 
site and then move to some other 
interesting bush blocks situated near 
Simpson to investigate some more 
of the Western District habitat types. 


Shirley Duffield from the Timboon 
FNC will help show us around on 
the day. 


Remember that this is 8pm Tuesday, July 29th, 
meeting, as well as welcoming |the night when we do not have a meeting. 


This is an opportunity to visit a 
new area, so we have arranged 
for a larger 23 seat bus to travel 
in. 


Bookings can be made tonight, or 
contact Barry Lingham (5255 4291). 
Cost will be about $10-00 


PLEASE NOTE THAT WE WILL 
DEPART AT 8:30 am TO ALLOW 
MORE TIME AT THE SITE AS IT IS 
ABOUT 2 % HOURS DRIVE TO 
TIMBOON 
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JULY 


... With Joe Hubbard 


Winter Warmth; Beachcombing; 
Drunken Man or Dancing Priest?; 
Family Life; And Also: 


Winter Warmth: 

On that winters day which gives a 
promise of some sun, take time off, 
a hot thermos, warm clothes and 
take a walk around one of your 
favourite coastal areas. 


One of my places is Limeburner's 
Bay which is close to home and 
sometimes surprisingly rich in bird 
life. It is a good place to look for the 
big, long-legged wading birds such 
as the Egrets, the Great and Little. 
These are white, long-necked and 
sharp beaked. If you have time, 
watch them feeding in the water to 
discover how they (the two species) 
employ different methods to catch 
their prey which is usually fish. Don't 
expect to find flocks, as these are 
usually solitary birds. 


Another large, white bird is the Royal 
Spoonbill. These forage in the 
shallows where their black spoon- 
shaped bills are swept from side to 
side to trap fish and other waterlife. 


It is possible to come across one or 
two much smaller black and white 
birds, Pied Oystercatchers, which 
stand out because of their short pink 
legs and a long, scarlet bill. They 
have an evocative piping call which 
can put an extra twitch into an avid 
twitcher. 


On a good day your bird list will 
include Black Duck, Chestnut Teal, 
White-faced Heron, Straw-necked 
Ibis, Nankeen Kestrel, Whistling 
Kite, Pacific Gull........... 


When you have finished park at a 
good vantage spot for a cuppa, a bit 
more bird-watching, and a lot of 
stress relief. 


With breaks in the cloud cover and 
low sun, the changing light and 
weather conditions put on a 
continuous slide show. Enjoy! 
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Beachcombing: 

If you are on an ocean beach do 
some seaweed spotting. If you 
are like me you may not know 
very much about these alga. 


A good place to start would be to 
note the variety of colours. 
Colours are used to group these - 
green, brown and red. 


A common brown is the kelp; that 
large tough and rubbery one, 
which is quite common. You 
could find a necklace seaweed 
which has little floats on it to buoy 
it up. 


Red seaweeds are considered to 
be the most beautiful and range 
through colours from bright pink to 
black. One of these is coral-like 
with delicate pink filamentous 
branches. And maybe a Sea 
Lettuce. 


This section was inspired by 
Trevor Pescott's article оп 
seaweeds in his environment 
column. 


Drunken Man or 
Priest? 

Winter is the season of hard to 
find orchids. Here is a couple 
more worth bending a back for, or 
as one book suggests, employ a 
sharp-eyed child who is much 
closer to the ground; Helmet 
Orchids. 


Dancing 


These are tiny, greenish-brown 
and ground hugging, with a 
helmet-like flower sitting on a 
single rounded leaf. 


They are usually found in moist, 
sheltered situations in coastal 
heaths or forests. 


The Veined Helmet Orchid 
Corybas dilatatus and Slaty 
Helmet Corybas incurvus are 


- widespread in our area so choose 


a suitable habitat and off you go. 
Good hunting! 


It is interesting how plants are 
named. According to one source 
Corybas comes from a Greek 
word meaning drunken man, 
whilst another says it refers to a 
Corybant, a dancing priest of a 
goddess. 


How these little orchids got the name 
Corybas is a story of deceit and 
piracy. 


Now that would be worth chasing up. 


Family Life: 

What a great series of nature films 
ABC TV ran recently. The one on 
White-winged Choughs gave a 
remarkable insight into the close 
community of birds and its social 
mores. 


It was a timely reminder on how 
vulnerable is our wildlife, іп 
particular birds such as the Chough, 
which requires a cohesive social 
group for its survival and a foraging 
area of twenty hectares. Its naturally 
low reproduction rate is exacerbated 
by the attention of introduced 
predators. 


Recently | watched a group of 
twenty-five working through a 
plantation in the You Yangs. This 
would be a good place to start 
looking for your Chough. | have also 
seen their mud nest, and nestlings, 
close to the picnic area at Stoney 
Creek, Brisbane Ranges NP. (Not in 
winter). 


Look for a black, raven sized bird, 
feeding on the ground, piping calls 
and in flight prominent white patches 
onits wings. You can't miss it. 


When | was a lad a few years back, 
the bush name for these was Bell 
Magpie. Yellow-rumped Thornbills 
were Tom Tits and Cuckoo Shrikes 
were Parson Birds. 


Country names have a good, earthy, 
feel-good ring about them. 


And Also: 

Bronze Cuckoos can be heard 
calling in July. Early return or stay- 
at- homes. 5 

White Goshawk. A winter visitor 
close to town. 

Honeyeaters. Plenty left in the lron- 
Bark Basin. 

Flame Robins at Jerringot 
Cattle  Egrets. Large 
especially at roosts. 

Wattle in flower, Ploughshare, Spike 
and Varnish. 

Hakea. Lines the roads in Brisbane 
Ranges NP. Flowers fragrant, white 
with some pink, Silky Hakea? 
Correa. Look for the colour 
variations. Lime green bells to red. 
Black Cockatoos. Still flocking 
around. 


flocks 
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EXCURSION REPORT 


... Graeme Tribe 


Otway Rainforest, Aire Valley 
June 15, 1997 


We took the bold step of leaving at 
8.30 a.m. because of the distance 
and to make the most of the short 
daylight hours. Our 20 members 
were delighted to be joined by two 
Ballarat FNC members, two from 
Wainwrights Tree, eleven members 
of Otway Ranger Environment 
Network and our rainforest expert 
leader, botanist David Cameron and 
his son Felix. 


David proved to be an inspiration to 
us, his amazing knowedge and love 
of the rainforest was reflected in his 
continual outpouring of detail on 
every specimen collected and 
question asked. (Some members 
arrived home after 8 p.m.) Much of 
what David said was bad news for 
our ever decreasing rainforests 
because of fungal attack on Myrtle 
Beech, clearfelling and softwood 
plantation. Those who have visited 
Triplet Falls in the past will be 
astounded to see how open and 
exposed the tree canopy is now. 


At Hopetoun Falls we saw the only 
known occurrence of Gaultheria 
hispida (Snow Berry). We 
discovered many beautiful life forms 
whilst searching for more occurrence 
of this newly found species on 
roadside cuttings. (Something to 
look out for in the future). 

o 


Myrtle Beech and Snow 
Berry 
... Chris Pitfield 


It was at Triplet Falls that David 
gave us an interesting insight into a 
fungal pathogen termed Myrtle Wilt 
Chalara australis and of its impact 
on Myrtle Beech Nothofagus 
cunninghamii stands in the Otways. 


Although initially spread through 
wind and water processes, it is the 
frass dispersed by the beetle 
Platypus subgranosus (Mountain 
Pinhole Borer) that is of greatest 
concern. This disease has now 
reached epidemic levels, wiping out 
mature Myrtle Beechs before they 


have the chance to reproduce. 
Therefore, with the assistance of 
wildfire, Myrtle Wilt is threatening 
to destroy all areas of cool 
temperate rainforest that 
presently occur in the Otways. It 
is through modifying and 
controlling both logging practices 
and vehicle access that the 
effects of Myrtle Wilt can 
hopefully be minimised. A 
detailed report on Myrtle Wilt and 
its effects was presented to the 
club by David. Не informed us 
that the report was only made 
available to the public through 
continual requests made by 
groups such as OREN and 
therefore make very interesting 
and privilege reading. 


We were then given an insight 
into the rich and diverse 
cryptogamic flora i.e. lichens, 
liverworts, mosses and fungi of 
the Otways. It is now known that 
this group of plants outnumbers 
vascular plants by between two 
and five times in the Otways. We 
were again privileged to witness 
David's broad knowledge in both 
cryptogamic identification and 
ecology and of their importance in 


‘almost all terrestrial ecosystems. 


After lunch we made our way to 
Hopetoun Falls where we were to 
search for the now famous Snow 
Berry. This species is endemic to 
Tasmania and if proven to 
naturally occur in the Otways, 
could provide scientists with proof 
that Tasmania was indeed 
attached to the mainland at one 
time. We were shown a small 
population of the plant and then 
upon finding no trace of other 
individuals, made our way to the 
junction of Binns Road and Beech 
Forest-Apollo Bay Road where we 
again failed to locate this rare 
species. Despite not finding more 
plants we were again informed of 
the importance of cryptograms 
and the ecological role they 
display within the Otways through 
a very interesting talk by David, 
with help from his son, Felix. 


It was a wonderful excursion and 
we thank David for his time and 
general enthusiasm for the flora of 
the Otways and for all those who 
thought it would rain, it did not. 
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COMMITTEE NOTES 


... Dick Southcombe 


Ted Errey Nature Circuit. 

Unfortunately this project to 
commemorate the outstanding 
botanical work Ted carried out in the 
Brisbane Ranges, has lapsed for 
some time. It has been re-activated; 
discussions have been held with 
staff at DNRE - now Parks Victoria - 
regarding various options. Tracks 
have been walked and we have 
written to the Chief Ranger 
suggesting a circuit walk which 
includes the bushland beyond both 


. Sides of Switch Road between Red 


Beak Track and Stoney Creek River 
area be called the Ted Errey Nature 
Circuit. 


The circuit passes through a number 
of plant communities including a 
delightful fern gully. It provides 
spectacular views of the Gorge and 
access/exit points en route provide 
shorter and longer walks on the 
circuit on tracks radiating from the 
circuit. It also provides us with a 
unique opportunity to inform people 
about the natural history of this 
section of the Brisbane Ranges 
National Park. 


Thanks to Madeline Glynn 

Madeline gave a lot of time and 
effort to planning, setting up and 
conducting our display stand at a 
World Environment Day display at 
Market Square on 4th and Sth June. 


Despite the good work done by 
Madeline and a willing group of 
helpers the overall outcome didn't 
achieve the expectations of our 
committee and some of the other 
groups also. We aim to discuss this 
with the COGG staff to ensure this 
worthwhile event becomes ап 
effective communicator. 


Thanks Madeline for your 
enthusiastic effort. 
О 
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SOME FOSSILS FROM REEDY LAKE 


By Dave King 


8 Traum Street, Portarlington, 3223. 


Introduction: 

During the early months of 1997, up until June, Reedy Lake (38° 13'S - 144° 26'E) was drained of water in order to 
eliminate the European Carp that had built up in large numbers. Carp were deemed responsible for the decline of the 
natural vegetation in the Lake, therefore constituting a threat to the viability as a significant waterfow nursery. Having 


been drained , work was carried out to excavate a series of channels to facilitate the re-flooding of the Lake and future 
draining as and when necessary. 


The channel, inspected by the writer, near the eastern shore of Reedy Lake was in the order of 1.5 to 2.0 metres in depth. 
Excavation had revealed the depositional strata that has formed over many hundreds of years, together with numerous 
fossil marine shells, several specimens of which were collected for further examination. 


Descriptions: 


Four notable species are selected for description and comment, each of which is still extant within Port Philip, 
Westernport and some Bass Strait shore areas. 


The Mud Ark, Алайга trapezia, Fig.1a, is probably the most conspicuous species, being one of the larger bi-valves found 
in our region. It is still found in large numbers on the shores of Port Philip and Westernport. 


A very solid shell with heavy sculpturing of radial ribs and distinct growth lines, dirty white in colour. A long distinctive 
hinge, for the most part straight, having many teeth which become progressively larger towards each extremity of the 
hinge. Size of the shell can be up to 70mm, although the majority are around 50mm. The inside border area carries a 
series of relatively large ribs. 


The gastropod Moon Shell, Polinices sordidus, Fig.1b, is still a common species found around southern Victoria shores. 
A solidly built shell sculptured with distinct growth lines. As a live animal the shell is a lead grey colour, often with a 
patchy periostracum (outer layer) of rusty brown colour. A deep umbilicus (cavity) is characteristically formed by the 
columellar lips (inner wall of whorls) as the growth of the shell proceeds. Egg masses of this species often may be found 
as semi-circular rolls of gelatinoid material containing minute eggs. Size of the shell is variable, up to 50mm long. 


P. sordidus prey upon other shell fish by drilling a hole through the shell, then inserting their proboscis to consume the 
victim. É 


The Mudwhelk gastropod Velacummantus australis, Fig.1c, is still an abundant species wherever mudflats exist in Port 
Philip and Westernport. It grows to a length of around 40mm. Colour grey to dark brown, heavily sculptured with ribs that 
tend to lose prominence on the last whorl. Numerous spiral ridges are superimposed upon these ribs. 


The Periwinkle gastropod Nodilittoria australis, Fig.1d, are presently very abundant in all local marine environments. A 
characteristic feature is that they inhabit the littoral (intertidal) zone, and live on exposed solid surfaces, such as rocks, 
beach washed logs and mangrove stems. They are browsers, feeding on algae, including seaweeds. 


Discussion: 

All the above species were obtained in an area close to the present eastern shoreline of the lake. The majority of shells 
were found to occur in a general strata of mud, silt and beach sand at a depth of 500 to 800mm below the present 
benthos of the lake. 


The fact that these fossil shells are found in this situation indicates that in past times the area was under the influence of 
a marine regime, when sea levels were higher than today, as currently epitomised in Port Philip and Westernport. Taking 
levels as indicated on Survey Map 7721, it is estimated that the sea level at the time the subject specimens were extant, 
would have been of the order 4.0m above the current range of sea levels. The probability is it occurred after the last Ice 
Age when sea levels rose from an extreme low and over-shot to this higher level before settling back to present levels, 
some 10,000 years ago. 


References: 
Dakin, W.J. (1976), Australian Seashores, Angus & Robinson, Melb. 


Philips, D.A.B. et al,(1984), Coastal Invertebrates of Victoria, Marine Research Group of Victoria, Melb. 
Wilson,B.R. & Gillett, K. (1982), The Colourful Shells of Australia, A.W. Reed, Sydney. 
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Fig.1 (a) Anada trapezia (Arcidae): (b) Polinices sordidus (Naticidae): 
(c) Velacumantus australis (Potamides): (d) Nodilittorina 
australis (Littorinidae). (Actual size) 


BIRD OF THE MONTH 


... Valda Dedman 


Spotted Pardalote 


Name Spotted Pardalote Pardalotus 
punctatus 


Description Brightly marked small 
dark bird, with conspicuous white 
spots on crown, wings and tail. White 
eyebrow. Throat and undertail bright 
yellow. Rump red and yellow and 
general body colour pale fawn. Short 
tail, reunded wings. Stout bill. Female 
paler with buff spots on crown. 
Juveniles duller still. 


Length 8-9.5 cm. One of our 
smallest birds, but often appears 
larger because of its plump body and 
short tail. 


Voice Double or triple clear ringing 
notes. 


Food Insects, 
especially lerps 
and scale 


insects. Does it like the sweetness 
associated with these insects? Can 
sometimes be heard clacking its bill 
as it prises them off leaves. Has been 
observed hovering or hanging upside 
down as it gleans. 


Habitat Outer foliage of eucalypts. 
Comes to suburban gardens. 


Range East, south and south-west 
Australia, and Tasmania. Race 
Xanthopygis (with yellow rump) is 
found in drier and mallee areas, 
including the Nullarbor Plain. 


Geelong You Yangs, Brisbane 
Ranges, Bannockburn Bush. Less 
often in Otways. Have been seen in 


flocks of up to 40 in autumn. Often 


heard in city gardens. 


Nest At the end of a tunnel 40 cm 
long, dug into a sandy bank. Four 
pure white eggs are laid in a nest 
made of bark strips in a terminal 
chamber. In suburban gardens, nests 
have been found in compost heaps, 
hanging baskets and even a roll of 
carpet. 
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Other Local Related Species 
Striated Pardalote (woodland and 
open forest) Y ellow-rumped 
Pardalote (Long Forest Mallee). 


kikk 


“Pm spotted! I’m spotted!” The 
Spotted Pardalote often proclaims 
its presence long before you see it 
in the topmost branches of a tree. 
But when you get a good view, what 
a delight! Its jewel colours and 
diamond-bright spots make it a 
spectacular bird. Both pardalotus 
and punctatus mean ‘spotted’. 


Its call tends to go on and on, 
earning it the name of ‘Headache 
Bird’. The Striated Pardalote with its 
insistent “chip-chip, chip-chip” can 
be just as exasperating. Their calls 
help to distinguish the two species. 


Belcher in his Birds of Geelong 
(1914) likened the Spotted 
Pardalote to a giant beetle in flight 
(a Jewel Beetle?). He found that the 
nesting season reached its peak at 
the end of September. From the 


= beginning ог 
“But when you get a good view,|t и пп е 1 
what a delight! “ construction 


to fledging 
takes about a month. Both birds 
help to make the nest and several 
other individuals may help to feed 
the young. 


When courting, the males display 
on high bare branches. They call 
while standing stretched upright, 
chins tucked in. 


Pardalotes were formerly classed 
with the Flowerpeckers such as the 
Mistletoebird, but are now thought 
to be closer to the Bristlebirds, 
Scrub-wrens and Thornbills, which 
are all placed in the family 
Pardalotidae. 


О 


YOUNG AUSTRALIAN OF 
THE YEAR AWARDS 


Do you know of a young person 
(under 27 at 26-1-97) who is worthy 
of nomination for a YAYA in the 
Environment category. 


If so, please contact Gareth Smith 
at the City of Greater Geelong. 
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Notes on the observations 
... Barry Lingham 


There have been many reports of the 
Y ellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
movements and it is possible to start 
to understand some of the regular 
flock movements from analysis of the 
reports. Please include specific 
times and directions of movement of 
flocks in your reports. 


This month has seen reports of nine 
different species of raptors - a 
significant number of species 
sightings. 


The reports of  Black-chinned 
Honeyeaters from the You Yangs are 
of interest. These birds are fairly 
noisy and сап therefore Бе 
reasonably easy to find if they are 
about. Look for the bright orange 
legs and the blue parts around the 
eye. 


White-winged Choughs are regularly 
noted in the You Yangs. They were 
once regularly noted at lronbark 
Basin, but are now no longer found 
there. These birds, which have 
strong social groupings, face a 
decline in numbers due to habitat 
fragmentation and the inability of 
flocks to introduce new breeding 
stock. Please record the size of 
flocks of any WWC sightings in the 
local area so we can try to keep a 
check on population numbers. 


О 


Thank you... 


Roy Whiteside has been taking in the 
northern sun and is therefore unable 
to present the reports on our general 
meetings. 


We thank Vernon Cohen who has 
volunteered to fill in for Roy on this 
task which is one of the most difficult 
in the club. The report on page 11 
was prepared by Vernon. 


Thanks also to Valda Dedman for her 
preparation of the Treasurer's Report. 


О 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol 33 No. 3 


GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC. 
TREASURER’S REPORT 1996/97 


| am pleased to report that there was again an increase in our membership. We were pleased to 
welcome 24 new members but there were 5 resignations and 11 members did not renew. 


Subscriptions received totalled $4246 last year. Total interest received amounted to $813.59 compared 
with $918.84 last year. 


Sales of the Geelong Bird Report were again disappointing and in consequence the number produced 
for the 1995 Report was reduced from 200 to 100 copies. Large stocks of all three issues still remain 
to be sold. An updated version of the Geelong Nature Guide is to be produced and we thank the Surf 
Coast Shire for a grant of $420 towards the cost of production. 


During the year a grant of $800 was received from the Australian Bird Environment Foundation. This 
was used to erect a display cabinet in the bird hide at Jerringot. A further amount of $650 was received 
from the Department of Natural Resources and Environment for the Botanic Guardians Project 
undertaken by members of the Plant Group. 

Major items of expense were printing costs of $2113.00, postage $781.18 and hall rental $820.00. 

A laser printer costing $850 was purchased to assist in the production of the Geelong Naturalist. 
During the year 250 shares were acquired in the Timboon Bushland co-operative. This co-operative 
was set up to purchase an area of remnant bushland near Timboon, one of the few remaining areas 
left of the once vast Heytesbury forest. 

The Club has been active in opposing the International Watersports Complex proposed for the Belmont 
Common and an amount of $500 has been set aside for this purpose. An amount of $163.21 has 
already been expended. A donation of $100 was received from Barwon Valley Golf Club to produce a 
poster of the Birds of Belmont Common and we extend our thanks to them. 

| would also like to thank our Supporting Members and others who made donations to our Club. 

The Committee has recommended that subscription rates remain unchanged as follows: 


Supporting Members $35.00 


Ordinary Members $25.00 
Joint/Family Members $35.00 
Junior/Student Members $ 5.00 
Corporate Members $30.00 
Subscription to 'Geelong 

Naturalist' only $20.00 


Once again | would like to thank all tho have assisted during the year. 


R. Baverstock 
Honorary Treasurer 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


June 24th 1997 


More than 45 people attended this 
month’s bird group meeting to listen 
to Ken Simpson speak on the subject 
of ‘Cuckoos’. Ken is best known as 
the author of several books including 
the Simpson and Day ‘Field Guide to 
the Birds of Australia’ which is now 
into the 6th edition after selling some 
400,000 copies. Ken is also the 
President of the Bird Observers Club 
of Australia. 


Ken began his talk by giving a brief 
description of some of the research 
and activities needed to gain the 
information on the birds that is 
included in the field guide. This 
included many trips to the museum 
and even strange techniques such as 
photocopying of specimen birds to 
gain a record of the plumage. 


One of the considerations of any 
author producing a listing of birds is 
the taxonomic status of the birds. 
Recent studies into the genetic 
makeup of birds has lead to changes 
in the previous relationships that had 
applied. 


The Mudlark has now been related to 
the Monarch Flycatchers, the Plains 
Wanderer is closely related to the 
waders, the Sitellas are no longer 
placed with the tree creepers etc. 
The testing of DNA samples is still 
continuing and the results are still 
open to some interpretation, although 
a new list has been ratified by Birds 
Australia (old RAOU) 


In the new taxonomy, the cuckoos 
are placed before the parrots. Both 
have two forward and two backward 
facing toes. ' 


Ken proceeded to give details on 
each of the cuckoo species found in 
Australia. The Pallid Cuckoo is a 
familiar bird to most of us. The adult 
is generally grey with a dark eye 
Stripe. The loud downward trill is 
often heard when the bird returns to 
our area after breeding in northern 
Australia or New Guinea. 


The female may be.able to lay up 
to two eggs per day. They are 
usually laid after the host bird has 
already laid two eggs. The 
cuckoo takes away a host egg 
after laying its own. When the 
cuckoo chick hatches, it quickly 
wriggles, kicks and pushes any 
other eggs or chicks from the nest. 
The plaintive calls of all cuckoo 
chicks encourage the host birds, 
plus other birds nearby, to feed 
the chick. 


The Oriental Cuckoo is an 
uncommon visitor to Australia. It 
is a boldly marked bird that is 
about the size of a Pallid Cuckoo. 


The Brush Cuckoo is a rare bird 
in Western Victoria. It has a grey 
eye-ring and little white in the 
notched tail feathers. 


The Chestnut-breasted Cuckoo 
is a bird of Cape York. It is similar 
to the Fan-tailed Cuckoo. 


The Fan-tailed Cuckoo is a 
common bird in local bushland. 
The downwards trill of this large 
cuckoo is quite distinctive. 


The Black-eared Cuckoo is 
found locally but usually in drier 
forest. It is greyish above and 
cream below. The broad black eye 
stripe is a distinguishing feature, 
but many of the cuckoos have an 
eye stripe. Host species include 
the Redthroat, Speckled Warbler 
and wren species. 


Horsefield’s Bronze-Cuckoo is 
a common local visitor, with some 
staying here all year round, 
although most birds head north 
during early | autumn. The 
repeated downward notes of its 
call help to identify it. Main 
distinguishing features are the 
incomplete bars across the chest, 
the white eyebrow and the rufous 
feathers at the base of the tail. 


The Shining Bronze-Cuckoo is 
a striking bird, with a 
greenish/bronze metallic sheen to 
the upper parts and to the body 
stripes which usually form 
complete bands across the chest. 
The song is a series of repeated 
calls with an upwards inflection. 
The Golden Bronze-Cuckoo is a 
subspecies which breeds in New 
Zealand but its migration path 
north sometimes touches the east 
coast of Australia. 


The Little Bronze-Cuckoo is a bird 
of the Northern parts of Australia. It 
has a white eyebrow, red eye-ring 
and is smaller than the Shining BC. 


The Rufous-breasted (Gould's) 
Bronze-Cuckoo is generally more 
bronze coloured in the upper parts 
with a rufous zone across the upper 
breast. This is another bird of the 
northern parts. 


The Koel is very different in general 
appearance to the smaller cuckoos, 
but it still parasitises other species. 
The male is glossy black with the 
female pale below with spotted 
darker parts above. There have 
been increasing reports of this bird in 
Victoria. 


The Channel-billed Cuckoo is an 
amazing looking bird, with a very 
large bill. It chooses larger birds 
Such as ravens or magpies as host 
species. 


The Pheasant Coucal appears 
more like a pheasant than a cuckoo. 
It is a bird of the long grasses. It 
builds its own nest. 


Ken not only illustrated his talk with 
a good range of slides. He also 
brought along a series of specimens 
borrowed from the museum (some 
over 100 years old). This was an 
educational and entertaining talk, 
punctuated as usual by Ken's dry 
humour. 


Next Months Speaker 


Lawrie Conole is speaking to us on 
the 'Birds of Bali and Java' 
О 


A modest contributor... 


Even if you are not interested in 
beetles, have another look at the 
drawing of Rhipicera femorata on 
page 4 of last month’s issue. 


| had to drag it out of Dave King that 
he had drawn it himself. It makes 
one realise that some of our 
members have amazing multiple 
skills which are seldom recognised. 


О 
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JUNE MEETING REPORT 


... Vernon Cohen 


Report of illustrated talk given by 
Dr.Gretna Weste, a Senior 
Associate in Botany and a reader 
in Botany at Melbourne University 
on the subject ‘Cinnamon Fungus 
- Is it declining?' 

Many at the meeting would have 
remembered Gretna's last visit to us 
in October 1986, when she spoke on 
Cinnamon Fungus, phytophthera 
cinnamoni, in the Brisbane Ranges. 
being aware of the damage that has 
taken place since that time, the 
meeting was well attended by 
members and visitors. 


She announced her title as 'Jarrah 
die-back, is it declining? the disease 
was first noted in W.A. in the 1920's. 
Slides of a Jarrah forest in W.A. 
showed the disease in an area that 
was much too dry to support a forest 
like this one and growing on bauxite 
which is not really helpful Banksia 
grandis, a good host of phytophthera, 
was growing as an under-storey of 
the Jarrah. After Jarrah die-back 
most things were dead but no-one 
knew what caused it. It was thought 
to be poor management 
accompanied by logging, building 
roads, bridges &c.. Until 1965, when 
Frank Podger with the help of Prof. 
Zetmeyer from California showed 
that it was caused by the fungus, 
phytophthera cinnamoni, which was 
known all over the world, killing such 
plants as chestnuts, rhododendrons 
and many others. It got its name as 
it was isolated from the Cinammon 
Tree in the mountains of Western 
Sumatra in 1922, which caused a 
canker in the trunk of the Cinnamon 
Tree. 


Podger published his thesis to show 
what was known as ‘Jarrah die-back’ 
was caused by  phytophthera 
cinnamoni. With David Ashton he 
visited the Brisbane Ranges and 
discovered a patch of die-back. 
Gretna was to start her work in the 
Brisbane Ranges in the 1970's. 


The life cycle of the fungus begins 
with spores which travel in drainage 
water to a root and forms a cyst on 
the root of the plant. It then grows in 
the root and rots the root tissue. This 
can form either a resistant spore or a 


sporangium with lots more of the 
swimming spores and so the cycle 
goes on. 


How is it spread? What does it 
do? 

It destroys a lot of the stringybark 
trees, 4596 in the Brisbane 
Ranges. It removes timber 
shelter and all the regeneration. 
In the Brisbane Ranges, 50-70% 
of the wildflowers are susceptible 
to being destroyed. With loss of 
rare and endangered species, 
there occurs a decrease in total 
number of plants and a loss of 
plant diversity. There is a change 
in the environment to sedges and 
grasses, with loss of birds and 
marsupials who also feed on the 
pollen and. nectar and use the 
grasstrees as their habitat. 


The disease is spread 
unintentionally by human beings 
on their vehicles, logging, mining, 
gravel transport etc., and naturally 
by downhill drainage water and 
root contact, also by nursery trade 
with infected stock, wildflower 
pickers, bushwalkers, animal's fur 
and faeces. 


An example of the spread of the 
fungus is seen at Wilson's 
Promontory near Five Mile Road. 
Firefighting equipment was 
brought in from the Yarram forest 
where the disease was rampant 
and infected great areas of the 
Promontory. Other examples 
were shown in the Stirling Ranges 
and at Sherbrooke. 


The danger is greater with 
shallow, poorly drained soil such 
as in the Brisbane Ranges where 
sub-soil is often less than a metre 
deep and contains all the plant 
roots; a nice feed for the root- 
eating fungus. 


The best enemy of the fungus is 
small soil microbes which eat it. 
Slides of various instances in the 
Brisbane Ranges were shown, 
particularly the death of the 
grasstrees. In the three years of 
the disease, in a quarter of a year 
all the plots меге 70% covered 
with living vegetation, but by three 
years all were gone, only 10% of 
the ground covered with living 
vegetation. 
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Managing the disease: 
Isolate area (quarantine it). 

2. Aerial detection to see exactly 
where it is and map it. 

3! Test in lab. and prove 
existence of the disease. 

4. Scrupulous cleaning of 
vehicles. 


In the Brisbane Ranges, plots were 
set up by David Ashton in 1962 for 
an ecology study before anyone 
knew about the fungus and he could 
not make out why the grasstrees and 
the isopogon were disappearing. 
This was probably caused by the 
making of the road in 1961. 


The result of recent surveys on plots 
showing fungus in the Grampians, 
the Brisbane Ranges and Wilson's 
Promontory show that in : 

1977 100% of plots showed fungus. 
1984 100% “ “ : Е 
1995 8.3%, 1.8%, 5.6% showed 
fungus except for one badly infected 
plot. 


In the Grampians, 26 species have 
reappeared that had vanished. 

їп the Brisbane Ranges, 15 
susceptible species regenerated. 

On Wilson's Prom., 20 susceptible 
Species regenerated. 


The disease goes through an 
invasive stage, then resistant plants 
appear and then regeneration starts. 


Some treatment has been seen in 
using phosphonates (phosphorous 
acid) not phosphates (eg super). 
Phosphonates or phosphites are not 
poisonous to humans, water soluble 
and are a great treatment for the 
fungus, by injection into trees or by 
spraying 1-296 solution by knapsack 
spray or from the air. Hygiene is 
most important. 


Gretna was asked whether anyone 
was going to carry on her valuable 
work. It would seem her hope rested 
in some of the many students she 
has trained over many years. 


(All responsible field naturalists 
should be particularly aware of the 
disease as they move through 
infected areas. An excellent leaflet 
reprinted by the DCNR Vic in May 
1994 entitled 'PHYTOPHTHERA 
ROOT ROT’... the plant killer should 
be studied carefully. V.C.) 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


... Betty Moore 


The Bird Observer May 1997 
Simon Nevill’s article on Birding in 
the West continues with part 2. 
‘Birds of the Wetlands’ by Tania 
Ireton features swamphens and 
snipe. Latham’s Snipe may be 
found at Jerringot during the 
summer months. 


Wildlife Australia Autumn 1997 
Having once, inadvertently brushed 
against a bush and suddenly found 
dozens of green tree ants on an 
unprotected arm, | found this editor's 
cover a bit off-putting! 


‘Fruitful. Discoveries’ by Lesley S. 
Hall, Kim Halpin and Patrina Birt is 
about Australian Flying Foxes and 
events leading to the discovery of 
two viruses previously unrecognised 
in Australia, The equine 
morbillivirus (EMV) and another 
belonging to the genus Lyssavirus, 
members of which can cause rabies 
or rabies-like diseases. 


Do you know what a tree-climbing 
Scalyfoot is? In Wildlife ‘Tales’ 
Peter Tremul tells an interesting 
story about these creatures. 


Pat Comben’s ‘Backyard Wildlife’ 
gives advice on how to create a frog 
friendly garden. 


Of local interest is a letter from the 
Werribee Zoo about experiments 
being carried out which seem to 
point to the disappearance of emus 
from the volcanic western plains 
being linked to the threatened 
extinction of the rare Turkey Bush 
Eremophila desertii in western 
Victoria. 


Cape Hillsborough, north 
Queensland, is the setting for a 
photographic essay by Bruce 
Cowell. 


‘Saving Australia’s Threatened 
Species’ is an article by Maria van 
der Gragt telling of the work done by 
the Threatened Species Network, a 
natural community based 
organisation, and howto contact it in 
the various states. 


‘producing a 


Muelleria Vol. 10 (Royal Botanic 
Gardens Melbourne, National 
Herbarium of Victoria) 

This edition contains selected 
mycological papers from the 1996 
Commemorative Conferences, 
Melbourne. Also articles on a new 
and rare mallee species from 
western Victoria, Eucalyptus 
macmahonii a new Victorian 
species of chilloglottis, seven 
lichens new to Victoria and much 
more. 


G.E.C. Inc Newsletter April 1997 
This publication gives a current 
update: on matters of 
environmental concern. Included 
are Point Lillias, coastal issues, 
Belmont Common,  Jerringot 
wetlands etc. 


Angair Inc Newsletter No. 5 

The 'Get to know your Tracks' 
feature describes Haggarts Track. 
There is a brief historical note and 
the flora and birds likely to be 
seen are mentioned. The N/L also 
has its usual notes on flora, 
orchids, and fauna. Spurge 
Euphorbia paralias is the 
environmental weed of the month. 
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LANDCARE FOCUS FOR 
THE GEELONG REGION 


The City of Greater Geelong has 
recently appointed Gavan 
Mathieson to the position of 
Landcare Co-ordinator for a 
period of three years through the 
State Government ‘Landcare 
Partnership Program’. 


Gavan will be assisting and 


working with groups involved in. 


the Landcare movement and to 
network between groups and 
supporting agencies. 


In the near future Gavan will be 
revised 
environmental weed brochure for 
the Geelong region and also 
revegetation guides for the 
different. land systems around 
Geelong. If you have any bright 
ideas about the content or layout 
of these two publications please 
give Gavan a call. 


Gavan will also have an involvement 
in a joint trial with the Department of 
Natural Resources and Environment 
to map sites of biological 
significance within the City and 
integrate this information into the 
planning process. 


New projects that Gavan has been 
working on in the last few months 
include reproducing a Landcare 
display and sponsoring a group of 
teachers to attend a 'Landcare for 
Educators' course at Creswick. 


The Landcare display is based at the 
Warrambeen Landcare Centre and 
the generous support of Greening 
Australia Victoria and Alcoa 
Australia has enabled the City of 
Greater Geelong to produce a 
duplicate of this wonderful display. 
This will enable the display to be 
used in a number of locations and 
introduce Landcare concepts and 
the Warrambeen Landcare Centre to 
a wider audience in regional centres 
and field days. The display covers 
the following topics; Ecological 
history, animal pests, weeds, farm 
vegetation, water quality, dry land 
salinity, landcare communities, 
whole farm planning and wetlands. 


The Landcare for Educators Course 
will offer teachers the opportunity to 
leam the principles of natural 
resource management and their 
application to landcare education. 
Topics to be covered in the course 
will be soils, geology and land 
systems, plants and ecosystems, 
water and catchment processes, 
Koori land use, landcare education 
programs, techniques and 
resources. 


If you wish to discuss any aspects of 
Landcare or can see opportunities 
for our club to be involved with 
Landcare please contact Gavan on 
03 5227 0336 or at the City of 
Greater Geelong. PO Box 104, 
Geelong, 3220. 
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Quote of the month... 


The Geelong resident wno referred 
to the Belmont Common as a 
"useless flood plain" when being 
interviewed by a reporter. 


Geelong Independent 
Friday, June 27th. 
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CAMPOUT REPORT 


... Dick Southcombe 


Lake Eppalock/Heathcote June 7-9 


Twin Rivers Campsite 2 proved a 
very satisfactory base for our 
evening visit to Bendigo and our 
excursions in the Heathcote district. 


Lake Eppalock principally receives 
water from the  Colibran and 
Campaspe Rivers which rise in the 
Trentham area and join near our 
campsite, hence the name Twin 
Rivers. 


The twenty campers from Geelong, 
including eight month old Eliza 
Hackett - together with visitors from 
Bendigo and Castlemaine enjoyed 
excursions led by fellow naturalists 
from Heathcote. We appreciated 
the time and information given by 
Anne Bridley and co. on Friday 
evening, Jim Bland on Saturday, 
Martin and Carol Lessware on 
Sunday and Bert Candusio on 
Monday; Local knowledge is 
essential and we thank them for 
sharing theirs with us. We received 
a pressing invitation to return during 
spring when they have offered to 
take us through their 'unsurpassed' 
Box/lronbark Forest to their north. 


The following reports by Polly, Bev 
and Graeme, plus Peter Hackett's 
bird list (which lack of space 
prevented us from including) 
completes a summary of our June 
1997 campout. 
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Lake Eppalock Campout - 

An Evening with the 

Bendigo Field Naturalists 
... Polly Cutcliffe 


Those who arrived on Friday were 
invited to attend a meeting of the 
Bird Group of the Bendigo FNC. We 
were very fortunate that our visit 
coincided with a special 
identification evening on nine of the 
locally occurring bird species, 
namely: 

Brown-headed, Fuscous and Yellow- 
tufted Honeyeaters; Striated and 
Spotted Pardalotes; Buff-rumped 
and Yellow Thornbills; VVeebill and 
Musk Lorikeet. 


Each bird was given a very 
detailed description by Anne 
Bridely. Additional information 
and field notes were supplied by 
Chris Tsaros, Glenys Moors and 
Bill Flentje. All species were 
illustrated by superb slides taken 
and shown by Bill Flentje and 
accompanied by recorded calls. 


To re-enforce the wealth of 
information we had been given, 
we were then formed into groups 
to answer a written quiz, the 
questions all pertaining to 
information included in the 
presentation. 


A very interesting and enjoyable 


evening. 
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Heathcote Campout 
Geology report 
...Graeme Tribe 


Jim Bland a enthusiastic geology 
student showed the GFNC some 
of Heathcotes famous geological 
features and gold mining areas 
from last century. 


Mt Ida is Heathcote’s lookout, a 
sandstone peak where views to 
the River Murray's treeline at 
Echuca and the Mt Camel Range, 
(the oldest rocks in Victoria) 
extend in a ridge to Mt. William on 
the Great Dividing Range to the 
south. 


In light rain we visited Pink Cliffs, 
a very colourful, chemically 
weathered, fine granite which was 
exposed by cannon sluicing of the 
gold bearing overburden last 
century. Nearby, in sandstone, a 
2 metre annulus is cut or worn into 
the — bed-rock indicating a 
grindstone had been used 
possibly to mill grain. No history 
of this site is recorded. A few 
metres away the quarry which 
supplied the hard sandstone for 
Heathcote's many fine buildings is 
quite evident with partly cut stone. 


Every geology student visits the 
Permian glacial sites here, sooner 
rather than later; where there are 
over 100 of them. We visited ‘The 
Stranger’ a glacial ‘erratic’ that 
has been transported northwards 
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from a landmass west of Tasmania 
when Gondwanaland was still intact. 
It weighs over 100 tons and has a 
grooved upper surface indicating 
passage of ice while it was 
imprisoned. 


Callums rock was visited, thanks to 
the low level of Eppalock reservoir. 
It is a large shaped flacial pavement, 
(bed-rock which is mega grooved 
showing the direction the ice sheet 
slid across it). The bed-rock itself is 
lower Ordovician (similar to the 
Brisbane Ranges) and the entire 
area is made up of tillite' 
(transported rock flow and shaped 
rocks brought from somewhere 
south). The area is one of the best 
areas in the world to study Permica 
flacial features (230-300 million 
years old.) 


South of Redesdale we visited the 
little known but huge gorge cut into 
three separate ages of lava flows by 
the Campaspe River. The gorge is 
80 m. high x 4 km. long. We visited 
the upper end of the gorge. Of note 
was a large deciduous tree down 
below at river level which was 
completely covered by Dodder 
Laurel. 


Some of our group visited Treatham 
Falls, another basalt flow over 
Ordovician siltstone bed-rock. The 
falls here are about 16m high. 


A disturbing feature of our 
observations was the invasion of 
roadsides, reserves and historic 
areas by Cape Broom and other 
weeds. 
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Special General Meeting 
... Dick Southcombe 


Guest Speakers: 

Richard Boekel, Senior Flora and 
Fauna Planner DNRE 

Andrew Graystone: Chief Range 
Parks Victoria 


At Karingal 8.00 p.m. Tuesday 29th 
July. 

Refer Page 3 June 
Naturalist. 


Geelong 


О 
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Day 2 at Lake Eppalock Campout 
... Bev McNay 


It was cold and foggy near the lake 
when we set off for Heathcote on 
Sunday to meet Carol and Martin 
who have a bush block in the district 
and take a great interest in the local 
flora and fauna. 


We parked at the base of Mt Mclvor 
where there was an old sandstone 
building which could have been 
mistaken for a church without 
windows. It was used as a powder 
magazine during the gold mining 
days of years gone by. 


We spent the morning wandering up 
the rough track to Viewing Rock at 
the summit. There were quite a few 
Scarlet Robins, Buff-rumped 
Thornbills, Eastern _ Spinebills, 
Fuscous and Brown-headed 
Honeyeaters, Spotted and Striated 
Pardalotes. The highlight being a 
Golden Whistler which seemed to 
travel along with us. 


The dry sandstone slopes supported 
Red Stringybark, Grey, Red and 
Long-leaf Box and an understorey of 
Drooping Cassinia, Flame/Pine/ 
Daphne Heath, wattles and a variety 
of pea plants. The reddish leaves of 
sundews were a delight to see. We 
wandered along past the Devil's 
Cave as we descended back to the 
cars for lunch. 


A pleasant drive took us to Dargile 
State Forest, where there have been 
areas regenerated many years ago 
with Australian exotics i.e. native 
plants not endemic to this area, such 
as Cootamundra Wattle growing 
very profusely and Spotted Gums. 


We walked along a road looking for 
· birds and passed into a natural Box 
and Ironbark forest. It was 
interesting to find three isolated 
patches of Grass Trees. These had 
spent flower stalks on them and we 
noticed many new Grass Tree plants 
growing nearby. We found the best 
birding area of the day as we 
approached the car park. Here we 
saw White-plumed Honeyeaters, 
White-naped Honeyeaters, Yellow- 
faced and White-eared 
Honeyeaters, Grey Fantails, Silver 
Eyes, thornbills, Golden Whistler 
and Spotted Pardalotes which were 
in profusion. This was a great end to 
the excursion. It was lovely to see 
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the Spreading Wattle in flower as 
we drove back to Heathcote. 


After goodbyes to Carol and 
Martin, we made a quick detour to 
See a geological feature on the 
shore of Lake Eppalock We 
clambered over fences in the 
fading daylight to see an area of 
glacial pavement and glacial 
Ше. Ve were fascinated by 
what Graeme Tribe had to tell us 
about this feature. Mushrooms 
were found to take back for tea 
which made a pleasant ending to 
the day. 

; О 


A visit to the Insectarium 
of Victoria 
... Les Barrow 


It is a couple of years since | first 
heard of the Insectarium of 
Victoria and since then | have had 
the intention of visiting it at the 
earliest possible opportunity. The 
opportunity arose on Monday 9th 
June 1997, while returning to 
Geelong after the club's campout 
at Lake Eppalock. 


| had prior knowledge that the 
Insectarium was not merely a 
collection of pinned (dead) insect 
specimens, rather, that it is a 
living display showing the life of 
insects and their allies. The 20 or 
So club members who also 
attended where not disappointed. 


There are at least 11 displays of 
living arthropods in the 
insectarium, including - 


Macropanesthis rhinoceros (the 
worlds largest cockroach species), 
an Australian species. 

Three species of  bullants 
Mermecia in cutaway nests. 

A hive of bees Apis те! ега. | 
Selenocosmia  crassipes Bird 
Eating Spider). 

Selenocosmia sp. (Australian 
Whistling Spider). 

Huntsman Spider. 

Urodactus hoplurus (Yellow Sand 
Scorpion). 

Cercophonius sauama (Southern 
Rock Scorpion). 

Ten species of stick insects 
(Phasmids) and more. 


For those like me who are fascinated 
by collections of insects, there were 
30 display cases of pinned 
specimens (and that is only 10% of 
the collection at the Insectarium), as 
well as a magnificent display case of 
butterflies collected by John William 
Cook in the early 1800"s. 


The advertising display outside the 
herbarium announced ‘the yabby is 
here’. However, the specimen on 
display was not your common 
Victorian yabby Carax destructor, it 
was a 3 kg. specimen of the Giant 
Tasmanian Freshwater Crayfish 
Astacopsis gouldii which apparently 
grows to about a metre long. The 
Specimen on display was ап 
immature male. As for most of the 
other displays, the specimen was 
alive, living in a very large aquarium 
complete with aeration and cooling 
equipment, all financed by the local 
Bendigo Bank. 


As if all that wasn't enough, | have 
left the best till last. Throughout our 
visit the | owner/curator Bert 
Candusio gave a stimulating, factual 
and entertaining account of the 
ecological role of insects as well as 
the pharmaceutical benefits which 
may be derived from insects. While 
| don't think that | will be drinking a 
mermecia flavoured milkshake quite 
yet, maybe in the future | will be 
using an antibiotic developed from 
research on ants. (How do ants keep 
their nests disease free in what 
appears to be an ideal bacteria and 
fungus breeding ground?) 


Before closing, | must also note that 
the insectarium is a private, self 
funded, commercial operation, if for 
no other reason, Bert deserves to be 
congratulated on his achievement 
(and | suspect on the support and 
tolerance he has received from his 
friends and family.) 


A wel spent morning was 
appreciated by all those who 
attended. 

О 
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BIRD OBSERVATION REPORTS 


Observations were submitted by Ray Baverstock (RBa), Bob Preston 
Dedman (VWD), Barry Lingham (BL), Ron Mole (RMo), Joe Hubbard 


June 1997 


-- compiled by Barry Lingham. 


15 


(RP), Gordon McCarthy (GMc), Craig Morley (CMo), Valda 
(JH), Kay Campbell (KC), Nola Haines (NH), Valerie Lloyd- 


Jones (VLJ), Lily Sherwood (LS), Ira Savage (IS), Rohan Bugg (RBu), Vernon Cohen (VC), Grant Baverstock (GBa), Marilyn Hewish 
(MHe), Betty Moore (BMo), Tim Tarr (TT), Bev Morwood (BMW), Lawrie Conole (LC), Leila Ramsey (LR), Judy Rowe (Jro) 


Darter 
Little Pied Cormorant 
Cattle Egret 


Great Egret 
Straw-necked Ibis 


Black-shouldered Kite 
Whistling Kite 
Grey(White Phase) Goshawk 


Wedge-tailed Eagle 


Little Eagle 


Spotted Harrier 
Peregrine Falcon 
Australian Hobby 
Australian Kestrel 
Red-necked Stint 
Red-capped Plover 


Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 


Galah 
Crimson Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 


Blue-winged parrot 
Australian Owlet-nightjar 
Laughing Kookaburra 


Song Thrush 


Flame Robin 
Scarlet Robin 


Golden Whistler 


4 (OX. A SB ДМ мм 
ол 


о КОМО. МОМ = = о Мо мм 


17/06/97 
29/05/97 
28/05/97 
29/05/97 
2/06/97 
2/06/97 
3/06/97 
4/06/97 
6/06/97 
Late May 
2/06/97 
12/06/97 
30/05/97 
1/06/97 
3/06/97 
8/06/97 
18/06/97 
20/06/97 
19/06/97 
1/06/97 
14/06/97 
16/06/97 
1/06/97 
31/05/97 
5/06/97 
3/06/97 
3/06/97 
10/05/97 
Feb 
7/05/97 
28/05/97 


Barwon River - Stan Lewis Walk 


Geelong City. Flying over towards Balyang Sanctuary RP 


Highton. Flying over Helena Street. 


Jerringot. Northern section. 
Whittington. Townsend Road. 


Winchelsea. Roosting in town area since about 17/5/97 G&LMa 


Abervale, Grovedale. On bridge over pond. 
Newtown. Near Anco Turf complex. 
Oberon Drive , Belmont. Flying over. 


Geelong Anakie Road. 
Breakwater Road, Belmont 
Serendip Sanctuary 


Waurn Ponds Creek, Abervale area. - 


Newtown. 


Junction of Moorabool & Barwon Rivers. 


Merrawarp Road, Ceres. 
Long Forest 

Werribee Gorge. 

Serendip Sanctuary 

Steiglitz 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
Freshwater Creek 

Steiglitz 


Bacchus Marsh. Also on 3/6 and 5/6/97. 


Newtown 


Bream Creek mouth. In breeding plumage 


Bream Creek mouth. 
Black Rock 


Gherang. Stripping bark/wood to eat grubs in stringybarks BMo 


Queens Park Golf Course 


Oberon Drive , Belmont. Flying over at 3:00pm NW 


25/5 - 3/6/97 Indented Head 


1/06/97 
5/06/97 
6/06/97 
7/06/97 
8/06/97 
9/06/97 
9/06/97 
9/06/97 
10/06/97 
22/06/97 
24/06/97 
6/06/97 
20/06/97 
10/06/97 
15/06/97 
22/06/97 
24/07/97 
23/06/97 
21/06/97 
19/06/97 
14/06/97 
18/06/97 
24/06/97 
6/06/97 
10/06/97 
3/06/97 
6/06/97 
11/06/97 
13/06/97 
2/05/97 


Eastern Park. 2:30pm. Came from SW to Pine trees 


Helena Street Highton. 12:45pm 


Eastern park. Came from SW to Pine trees 


Highton 1:00pm. Flying NE 
Belmont. 
Helena Street Highton. 


Newtown. 1:05pm and 1:10pm. Flying north 


Highton North. 1:10 pm. Flying North. A Fyffe (per CMo) CMo 


Highton. 1:30pm. Flying NE. 
Mannerim. 3:30pm. Flying SE 
Highton. 


Ocean Grove. Winter visitor to eat tea tree buds. 


Queens Park Golf Course 
Jerringot. 

Queens Park Bridge 
Thompsons Creek, Connewarre 
You Yangs. In nesting box 
Nth. Valley Road, Highton. 
Queens Park Golf Course. 
Newtown 

Oberon Drive, Belmont 
Fyansford 

Queens Park Golf Course 
Dare Street, Ocean Grove. 
Jerringot 

Iron Bark Basin 

You Yangs 


Fyansford. Adult plus immature. 


Breakwater. Immature. 
Queens Park Bridge 


RBa 


RMo 


(Continued on pagel 6) 
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(Continued from Page 15) 


Golden Whistler 2 

1 
Grey Shrike-thrush 1 
Speckled Warbler 1 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 1 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 20 
White-plumed Honeyeater 2 
Black-chinned Honeyeater 4 

1 

Brown-headed Honeyeater 15+ 
Crescent Honeyeater 2+ 
Eastern Spinebill 1 

1 

1 

1 
White-fronted Chat 200+ 
Mistletoebird 1 
Zebra Finch 25+ 
Red-browed Firetail 15+ 

75+ 
Diamond Firetail 2 
White-winged Chough 25+ 
Pied Currawong 20+ 


COMMITTEE NOTES 
(continued from page 3) 


Conservation. 


Conservation issues this month have 
included comments on the Draft 
Seaview Park Master Plan , the site 
of the Bannockburn sewerage 
treatment works and a visit to a 
block of Crown land near the 
Moorabool River in the parish of 
Moreep. We have written to DNRE 
about the environmental values of 
this land, which we believe is to be 
sold off. We also protested to the 
Minister about the demise of the 
Land Conservation Council. 


Our main efforts have again been 
focused on the issue of the proposed 
international watersports complex on 
Belmont Common. The minister for 
Planning has decided that an EES is. 
not needed, but that a number of 
expert assessment reports will be 
needed to accompany an 
amendment to the Geelong Planning 
Scheme. These are to be funded by 
the Council. 


We have therefore had meetings 
with several Councillors and local 
Members of Parliament to discuss 
our ongoing concerns and to stress 
the need for these assessments to 
be thorough environmental studies. 
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20/06/97 Helena Street, Belmont. RBa 
9/06/97 Newtown CMo 
18/06/97 Queens Park Golf Club RBa 
18/06/97 Long Forest Reserve RBu 
9/06/97 Newtown. CMo 
14/06/97 Newtown. Flock flying NW at 9:30am JHu 
8/06/97 Helena Street, Highton. RBa 
24/06/97 You Yangs. Feeding in Yellow Gums and Golden Wattle. RBu 
3/05/97 You Yangs LC/GBa 
11/05/97 Lethbridge. Feeding on gall insects in Acacia mearnsii GBa 
10/05/97 Forest Road Anglesea GBa 
23/05/97 Highton LR 
6/04/97 Manifold Heights. Also on 14/6. First seen for 10 years. JRo 
9/06/97 Newtown CMo 
7/06/97 Lara township. VC 
10/05/97 Black Rock. On freshly ploughed paddock. GBa 
21/05/97 Queens Park, near Barwon River GBa 
3/05/96 Ripley Road, Little River LC/GBa 
1/06/97 Newtown. Feeding on Phalaris seeds near the Barwon R. RBa 
9/06/97 Queens Park Golf Course. RBa 
18/06/97 Long Forest Reserve. RBu 
6/06/97 You Yangs. JHu 
15/06/97 Helena Street Highton. Regular sightings of big flocks RBa 


Next month... 


Last month Joe Hubbard asked for 
advice on setting up a bird feeder. 


Well, the manager of the 'Bird 
Observers Club of Victoria’ and 
editor of ‘The Bird Observer, 206 
Wilson, has kindly sent us an 
answer to his plea. 


This will appear next month.. 
О 


Birding in the west?... 


If so, you should be thanking our 
librarian, Betty Moore. In her 
column last month she found the 
very tour guide for your trip.. 


It is an article by Simon Nevill in 
the April issue of ‘The Bird 
Observer . Instead of planning 
which towns to visit, Simon allows 
you to select which birds you wsh 
to see from a very select list. 
Then you plan your itinerary. 


If you leave a little earlier you will 
also see the wonderful wilflowers. 
Dick Southcombe knows some 
excellent areas for these. 
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Would you like two 
travelling companions? 
... Bev McNay 


Bev McNay and Beryl Plier are 
travelling to the Flinders Ranges and 
Arkaroola via Broken Hill 
/Mootwingee for three weeks from 
1st September 1997. 


“If anyone would like to travel with us 
they would be most welcome to 
make up a party. If interested, give 
me a call on 5243 3761 (late 
evenings) for details etc.” 

О 
Pardalotes... 


In our very early days of 
birdwatching we could not find 
pardalotes. ‘Look in the tops of 
eucalypts, said the experts in the 
club’. So we tried that but while we 
could hear them we only saw 
frustrating movement in the canopy. 


Obviously the trees were too tall, but 
what to do? Valerie was not 
impressed with my ladder idea so we 
had to find short trees. 


The solution was so simple. We set 
off to Mt Hotham in the spring and 
skied to some  wind-and-snow 
stunted snowgums and there they 
were, birds we would never forget. 
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